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WATROUS HOUSE

Wetrous Vieinity, Mora County, New Mexioo
! -

0\'41'13};! Co Fu Croley.

Date of Frection: Circa 1841,

Architects Unknown; probebly one commissioned.

@ilder_: Ssmuel He. Watrous.

Present Condition: Falr; very little deperture from original
condition; enclosing courbyard (patio) walls demolished; metal
roof recently applied sver originael siningle roof on major por-
tion of main bailding; some repair work done; no major alteras~
tions; minor alterations include scme wood partitions and genersl
repairinge.

Nurber of stories: Onee

Meterials of Construction: Foundations, stone, field dressad,
1a1d in 1lime mortar; floors, pine in main building, oearth in
barns, storeg-rooms, ete; walls, exterior and interior, asdobe
orick leid wo with adobe mortar; lime plaster exterior and in-
terior; roof, pitched suingle, metal roofing applied recontly
over shingles on most of main building; chimnecys, adobo, faced
with cut stonc wherc sxposed above roof; trim, wood, painted;
ceilings, wins.

Obher Existing Records: Written record, "Fifty years of ccangs",
Ulark, Aonna Nolan, New Mexico Macazine, Fobruery, 1538, p. D
15=35.

Additional Tata: It could not be ascertsined wheth«r an arshitect
was employeds, Uonstruction siiows svidence of heving been built

b'-x a vory good tuilder who monifested some kmowledge of design.
the buildings were uell constructed, heve wvery rrood proportions
and plessing lines. *he stone work of the foundetions is exvellent,
being well bonded and having uaniform Jjointing properly placed.

the fireplaces were constructed oy adobe brick w:oth adobe mortar,
plastered, ston: hearths and wood mentels in the mein building;
those in the cast wing being nebtive type with =mdobe or brick
hearth:s, plastereds Chimneys were of adoue and were faced with
cut stons where cxposzd above tercofs Some of the fluss in the
south snd esst wings have been repaired recently and do not have
the stone facings.
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The lumber, timbers, windows, doors, door and window Irames,
woodwork end trim, lime and other materisls not easily obtainable,
at or ncar the site, were havied by waoon train over the Santa
Fe Traile.

It is szid that most of the hardwsre vsed in the buildings
was hand wrourht on the premisess Most of this has disappeared.

At the time the bullding wes completed the large inner court
(patio) wes completely enclosed by high, thick, adobe walls, con-
neoting the several buildings and formed s spacious court yard,
Those have been demolished for some unknown resson and, today,
the only evidence of their exisztence is the plainly merked oube
lines of their foundastions.

All the sxterior doors and windows, opening to the outside
of the living quarters, wsre equipped with h.avy woden shutters
which could be closed and looksed from the inside for protection
against Inaisn raids. The ceilings were pine boards, some matchad
and besaded, others plain, those in rooms sight and nine being
laid over beaded celling besxs and the others being nailed to the
under side of the ceiling Jjoists.

This wes one of the sarly houses built on the Santa Fe Trail
during i%s flourishing days. "When the house wss built the land
wes 8 province or Mexico. Tiois wes prior to the Amcricen occupss
tion, before the coming of Kearney snd his Americen army in 10486,
At this time the Indien menace was at its deadlicst. Yhere wers
very few settlers. HNHons btoo welcomn were the secatiered handful
of tAnglos'Y,

The following erticle by Anne Molen Clarl contains so much
hisboricel information that it hes been ineluded hersin for its
historicel wvalue and verwv ipteresting narrstive of the house re-
corded, snd the 1ife of' Semuel Wetrous during the i'lcurishiung
period of the old Senta Fe Treail.

"The valley, at the meeting oi the Mora and Sapello rivers
and cezlled Le Junte {the Junebtion) wus the fevorite hunting
crounds ¢of the wild tribes, Ubes, Comcanches and at tines the
Jicerilla Zpnaches. Undoubtedly Samuel Weirous kn.w this, but
iecar seems to have been left out of his meize-up or he may hsve
reasoned that the end was big enough for red nman and white
mans There he bullt his house, en imnense fortelile place of
tadobe! having twenty rooms all opening on to an inner pabio
{enclosed courtyard). At one end wes & huie store end inm haclk
of it two storcrooms ench twice its sizes There wes o ) rinary,
a mgal room, & meat room, forge, family supply room, drying
room, storage plece for hides and one for form implements, vork
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room where varicus crafts were ca:rried on, and at the back were
the servents? quarters. The lumber used was brought from St.
Louise 411 the ironm work, such as hinges sud bolts, was hand
vrousht and made on the piaces.

“Great swaying wugons brought saiely the delicete Vose
plano and the heavy mahogany ard walnut pieces, marble-topped whenw
¢ver possible. Hard-handed wagon men with sheepish, but eager
fingers wicrated and uwmwropped the flower-painted china dimmer
sets, aleabaster ornaments, shell vases, gilded clocks and mirrors.
They opened the boxes of books and admiringly fingered the em-
bossed leather Bindings and the watered silk. Brought in by
Ipdiens end pack traips from Mexico were !Serapest? and blankets
and native clay '0lles! and pots. Friendly Indiens brought
baskets to trade snd for presentse YThe establishment hunter
covered the {loors with bear end buffele hide rugs.

"On the east side of the Canadien River there was s tract
of land on which cottormwoods of an uncommonly large girbth grow.
These Wabrous hed transplented to meke a shaeded drivewsy erowmd
the houses. To him this m:ent permensnce and stability so he
planted trees and trees and Yreces. Remembering the beautiful
Vermont willows of his boyhood home, he took three months out of
a busy 1i1fe to meke the Journey beck there and returned with a
wagon load of willow sprouts. He sent to Stark Brothers' nursc
in Missouri for other kinds., It is 2:°d of him that when there
w:s nothing else to do he would say ¥Come, now, we will plant
more traes.?t

"As his trees grew so did his family. There woere seven
children.

"Phaere were also many servants in the Wetrous house. Be=-
sides the overseer, fvagqueros?, herdsman and hunters, there
were & score of workmen and many women servants, both Iudien
and tPeon's There were the house msids, the nursemaids, the
cooks, and the housekespers, the old herb women who gathered
plants from spring until fall %o be used as foods, condiments
end medicines. She was forever =othering, sorting, drying and
storing away the little tied bunches of withered green and
from ¥ herr concocted medicines, Leas, bitter and potent, salves,
both smarting end scothing, end spices which gaVe a taste ol eple
cureen extravagence to the simplust of soups ance stews.

"hen the househunter brought in a freshly killed carcass
his responsibility toward 1t was over. There vere men to skin
it, to cure it end tan the hides ond there were women to cut up
the hump rib, if it were buffalo, to separate the back fat and
strip the red meat imto thin red sheets for drying.
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“1ife in the Watrous housc was not as lavish as ie the neigh-
voring "hac iende" hores oif tihe Soanish Dons. Samuel Vietrous wes
3till s New Inglander aog: kept meny o:i the inmherited beliefs
of frugelity and siwwlicity. The womsn and children were not
kept apart -in o scparste wing o the great house but mingled to-
cether, parents amnd children and servants, in chceriul domestiw
oitys When the family went visiting they were not accompanisd
b outriders as wes customary among the pgentry oi that time.

Tnis was & home ranch, not a feudal kingdoms Pusiness was para-
mouwnt. The childrents natural apitudes toward trading weres given
ar outlets Msria Antonia, voungest denghter, liked to embroider
buckskin, and 25 her fatheor hed learncd to van and dye it from
the Indisns he snd his daughter set up a itallorship in connection
with the store and made buckskin suits to order for freighters.

"The Watrous family in its growing-up deys wes & ha -y com~
bination of New Englend discipline end Spanish ease. One thing
Samuel Watrous held to was his dislike of early rising, so he
casily slipped into the Spanish habit of chocolaste or corfee and
"bollas" in bed every morning. Bresk{ast followed at & later
hour and was & heavy m.al of mats of several kinds, cholce of
hot breads, cheese, and purhaps a vegebtable.

"in 1549 his Gaushber, Mery, who wos only twelve ysars old,
marr ied her father's partner, Willism Tipton, who hed came into
the valley about two years before. Furly marrise in thnose days
was more than an idle cuvsbom of the country. Life was precarious
and the wore protection a firl child had, the rreater were her
chances of living. Yor & davshiber of a woalthy family, it wns
glmost a necessibty thet she heve & male probector whosse interest
would be solely hers in cess dueath overtook the fabhere Then,
to0, marriages often united fanilius, givin- grustor wealth and
prestige to the meobers within them.

"Hew Mexico had now bscome a territory of the United Stabes
end the citizens were under the protection of the United States
Governments Troops wera sent in to onforce that protections
In 1851 when Colonel Summers cemne inm to take command he found
the military encampments in deplorable condition due to ther
contact with temptations of the towns and civilien life. For
this reasson he immediately disbanded these posts and crusted
new oncs far from established settloments.

"Fort Union near Le Justa Valley was one of the now forts
and 1+t was made hesdiuarters and principsl depot for supplies
for all the other forts. The surrounding fertile walley reanches
found & ready market at the fort for all the grains and forage
thet they could produces The trails over wiich the military
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troops and thoir supply freighters traveled from the Missouri
river to the fort and from the scouth srd west to the other
forts sll joined at Wwatrous. <‘his mesnt thet hundreds of ox
and mule leams, hundreds of freighters, muletecrs, drivers,
escorts, and travelers passed yrearly by the store o f Samuel
Watrouse His store was doing e thiifty business and in order
to keep up with the demand for beei’ he had to increasc his
herds rapidly.

But all was not perfeet happiness in the homes oi tho
valleye Although the soldiers were stationed at the fort to
keep down the Indian menace they could not do soe There was
almost constent trouble with the Indians snd with rencgades.
Yhe Utes worc friendly but the Commanches respecied 1o man's
property.

On the Canadien River, eleven milss up from old Fort
Boascom, ncar the present town of Tucumearl, he had established
another ranche £iter the ranch houscs and the corrals were come
pleted Watrous went to La Junta Valley to visit his family and
while he was away a Covmanche war party made a raid on the
plzces They killed the overseer, drove off his men and took
possession of everything thet thoy could lay their hands ong
cows, calwves, steers, mules, horses asnd oxen and a year's
provisions, +hey burnecd five large freight wazons snd ell be=
longinzs, destroved all the farm implements and aifber setting
fre to the hizh grass departed as suddenly as they cene.

Later in the same ysar the Apsches, goliny by on a wila
horse hunt, ralded the home ranch, capturing the herders and
running off ebout forty-five head of horses. The soldicrs

from the fort trailed the Indians, bub did not succeed in
capburing them. #etrous understeood there wes ut one way %o
snd these depredationse He went Lo Yiashington to asi thet
the a.ency for the Indians be moved awsy from Cimarron to a
more suitable place becsuse there was no pame left there on
wnich they could subsist end, naturally, they had no food.
Hs+ s request was lgnored.

ot only were frisndly Indians fod ond mede welcome, but
those from neishboring 'rencheros' came down from the mountain
hamlebs and were fed and beiriended also. QOne day thay care
wlth terles of a straager who had cone among then. They called
him the ¥Solitery One'se He was, they sald, a holy wman who had
come to thnem to preach, to hsal, snd to perform mirecles from
his ceave on the rock pral oi” Rinvon de Tecolote. ifatrous was
interested in 211 mans He went up the mountain trail teo visit
the stranger.
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"and from the first a warm friendsnip existed between
theme The 'Solitary One! was a nobleman from Cepri vio had
s»ent mors than a half a cenftury in traveling the world, he was
a religious fanatic but he was & deep thinker snd sm sxtremely
remarkabls conversationalist. Walrous enjoyed being with him,
listening to him and exchanging ideas. Barly in their friend-
ship they made agroement tnat so long as & light could be ssen
at Watrous from Hermit's Peak all would be well with the mourn=-
‘Tain dweller, vut when the licht went out help should be sent.
For ten years Watrous mever missed a night, going himself or
scnding somsone te thoe rise behnind the great house where the
flare on tiie peak could plainly be seen. A nighit came when
the flare did not burn and ¥Watrous himself rode up the trail
next morning t o loarn what had henpensd Go his friends He found
a group of wailing natives and a rude charcoal scribbled message
on & rocke The 'Solitary One' had gons among the Apaches seck-
ing to aid them by bringing the word of God.

"Phese were troubled times. Not only She Indians werc
given %o raiding and war parties, but the whole country was in=
fested with white renegades and despsrados. In the sixties
Tetrous and his sons subseribed many thousands of do:lars for
the capture of different bands of horse and cattle thieves.

The thousands of dollars which they offered as a reward for
capburs was but a'ldrop in the bucket! with the sums lost at
the hands of tiecse bad menes When these men were not robbing
and plundering the valley ranches they went to the fort and

ran of £ Yovernment mules and horses from under the noses of the
irate militia.

"The Coe .ang, =s notorious as eay, thmugh evidence prew
senbed by Wetrous, was finally tracked and aiter & sharp fight
was arrested at Dog Creek neear the present stetion of Shocmaker,
During the night the prisoncrs sscaped, but later o posse again
caught them near Cimarron and this time they took ne chances,
soringing the thisves on nearby btrees.

"By this time ¥atrous aml Son's store was one oi the impora
tant ones on the Sunte Fe Traile. Watrous end his son-in-law,
Williem Tipton, had the cumbract foxr supplying beef to Fort
Union and as there were sbout six hundred men garrisoned there
at the time, they had Lo run immense herds. ‘Tubrous begen to
branch out, to hove inferests farther afield than tho home ranche
He and Tipton and a mon by the name of Rice beemne interested
in a prosperous farm project in Colorado. Watrous and Tipton
owned & twenty-wogon ox train in which they did their own freight-
ing from the M :souri river.



HvoBeS- NOO PI.?E-"}-BO
Pere Hoe 7o

“srter the Civil War times chenged on the great frontier.
Scarcely =& day passed, then, that travelers dld not z b the
Watrous house by the side of the treil, {hese travelers differ-
ed from the early adventurer, trepper sand tricrvhter; these came
in wapons piled high vith household furnishings, with chicken
crates tied on the back and a strapgling ribeshowing mileh cow
in the reare Men rode on horseback beside their cattlewyoked
wagons end from within the wagons women and children peered out
with weary cwiosity. In the fifties the hcaviest treavel had
gone by way of the Dry Cimarron for the mountein pass at Willow
Springs (Raton, New Merico) had proved as great a peril to the
cumbersome wegonss. Bub now hed come Uncle Diok Wooton to build
his road out of mounbein rock esnd make the way passebles There-
fors, little rancies grew up in the valleye The Indians hed
been brought back from the 'Boscue Redondo? snd put on their
ovne “he muber of troops et the fort dwindled and there wer
rumor of disbanding the fortse This moant decline of demand
for beefe The day oi the wvast cetitle domain waes soon to be owver.

"fatrous with his customary vision saw this end turned his
attention elsewhere., He reduced his herds and went back to
planting trees. He and his sons put in their first improved
orcharde *hey sent to Stark Brothers for trces of Geruan prune
and early Richmond cherriese 4s the southwest wind prevailed,
and they were bad for orchards, Waitrous protected them by plante
ing wind breeis of quick growing willows. He had provad to
himself that troe-lined ditches lost less water by eveporstion
50 he had all the irrigationm ditches 1lined with trees.

"Phe Wetrous plece had alweys been more of & home place
than a cattle domain, but now more end more it took ou the ap-
pearance of a vast {arme.

"ihe tine had come for Puncing so Weirous fenced. His wes
the £irst fencing in Mora County.

"Ho trizd growing hons and the venture was successfule The
yileld was & thousand poumds to the meore snd brewers pronounosd
it equal to that grown in New York Stete, which had always been
cons idered the bust.

Ywatrous experimented setting out wimber wheat, timothy
and red top together with New Mexioo wild grisse. He smwed over
a hundred acres of alfalfa, the sced cosbing twenbty cents a
pound. This was the first alfalfe in tho velley and perhaps
the first in Vew Me:dcoe On this he fetbened forty stears and
sold tnem in Las Vegas for almost sixty dollars a picces
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"By this time Watrous! children were marrieds He stood
amons his song=in-law a grand old men, the head of the House
of ¥Watrovs. His sons, dJoe and Samuel Jre, axd his son-in-lsw,
Willismm Tipton, were his partners in businesse dJemes ke Johne
son, husband of Muria Antonis, was the first seittl er at Shoe-
meker. Gregg, another son~in-lew, had the f{irst stage cosch
station at Sapello, near Yatrouss Kroenig, who hsd married
another dsuchber, was the man who osused the discovery of cop-
per on Baldy; he now had & ranch adjoining the Watrous place. Wild-
enstein, slso & Son-in-law, was an Austrian, o dosigner and a
civil englineer.

"In 1579 the Henba Fe railrozd camc throuzh, cubting the
county from north to gouthe It vwes that year, also, thab the
wcolen mill was starteds 1t velonged primarily to Watrous, his
s0ns, &nd nis sonse=in=lew, althouh there were obtihwrs inter.sted
in ite It was loceted in Cherry Valley, now Shoemeker, on =
two hundred acre tracts A three story stone bullding was the
factory proper and in addition there were tadobe' living quar-
ters for the worlmen, store-rooms, corrals, and stables. Power
was suoplisd by an overshot wheel on the Mora rivere The factory
wove blankets, carnets and capese Hany of these cen be found
today in the hamlets along the Sapello. The factory wes s
finencial success, but aiter five yuars dissention srose among
thg sons—in-lew. The head of the FHouse was firm with the stern=-
ness of & New England patriarch. He saild 'Peace, or T will shub
the mill downe.'! And this he did, althourh sll who wire intercgie
ed in 3t losgt heavily.

he factory was closud and 1w remsined
closeds Bovwoen a night and = moratng the water wneel on the
Mora wes stopped forever. It never turncd azain.

"This was in 1834, just fifty y.ers efter the ocoming of
the voung New Ingleand boy to Now Mexlco. It had been a fruilt-
ful £39%y yearsy it had been £iity years of growth, of exper-
ience, and chanre,

"he mem's life did not end huree IH€ lived ior nany re-
relning years anong his ehildren, his grandechildren snd his
treess

"In the valley of Lz Junta he sccomplishned meny more things.
Weny more thinmgs harpensd to hime FHic life was rich and full,
end when he had inished with 1t he discarded it like an old
cloek that he had sutrrown, that had become useless and full of
holess He went from one opoch to the next with firm unelitering
stense lHaving the courage of his convictions, re never looked
baclkwards. And perheps the rreateost thing that Semuel Tatrous
did was the planting of trees un end dovm Lo Junta Valley vwhore
thne Sapello meebs the Mora,”
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Yeerasine, Fobrusry, 193%, p.pe. 15-30.

The house is still used as & ranch house by Mre Croley,
who purchesed the ranch Yrom the ¥Wabrous estate in L820.
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Lowrence A. Tamne, 11 Blatt Building, Santse Te, N.Me;
Wiiliem Kronig, Wetrous, Wew Mexico,
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